CLEANUP Activity
Objectives

· To conduct a creek cleanup and understand how litter ends up in creeks

· To practice field safety procedures while picking up pieces of litter (5.1)

Materials 

Cleanup: clip boards with trash tally sheets, trash bags, gloves, litter pickup sticks, and safety vests.

Procedure

1. Cleanup - outline Safety procedures before beginning cleanup. 

· Each group gets a trash bag, safety vests, litter pickup sticks, and gloves.

· Students must wear gloves and safety vests.

· Students must remain within view of the teacher.

· Students are NOT to pickup any sharp items (broken glass, needles, etc).

· Students will regroup when they hear the word ‘landfill’.

· Be aware of snakes and poison ivy

2. Cleanup – Team Activity

· Have students work in groups of 3.
· Assign the following jobs: recorder, recycler (collects any recycling in a separate bag) and the trash bag holder. 

· Encourage students to take turns with each job.

3. Cleanup Closure Questions

· How did the litter get here?

· Why do you think we have more litter now than fifty to a hundred years ago?

· What was the most common piece of litter?

· What was the most interesting piece of litter found?

· What was the largest piece of litter found?

· What percentage of the items you found can be recycled?

· Who collected the most by volume/by weight?

· How do you think our cleanup efforts today helped the creek? 

4. A Trashy Story (creative extension)

All trash has a story. The litter found on the cleanup may tell us what activities people do in the area, what they eat/drink, or what the space use to be used for. Have students write a short story about what the trash they found tells them about the area or the people who left it there?

Creek Cleanup Tally Sheet

Keep a tally below to determine what kind of litter you find – simply color the box above the description of the item you find for each piece. Don’t forget to recycle or throw away what you find. Be careful for broken glass. 
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	Plastic
	Glass*
	Cloth
	Paper*
	Food
	Metal*
	Styrofoam
	Wrappers
	Cig arête Filters
	Other


* Can be recycled

What is the most interesting piece of litter you found?                

