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K-2 Water Properties

WATER FLOWS, STICKS AND SOAKS!

Objectives

Students will 
TEKS

K.1, K.2, K.3, K.5a, K.7a, K.9c, K.10, 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.5a, 1.7a, 1.10a&c, 2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 2.7a, 2.10
Materials

Water Dance, by Thomas Locker

All Activities:  a bucket of water for each group of 4 students

Water Flows:  plastic cups for each student, volumetric shapes for each group

Water Sticks:  paintbrush for each student

Water Soaks In:   wax and regular paper and dropper for each student.

ACTIVITY II
: Floating Critters – See material list on the lesson.

Introduction: Rain

Ask students, “What do you know about water?”  (Let children share.) “Where can you find water in Austin?” (Creek, Colorado River, Town Lake, flows to the Gulf of Mexico.)  “Water enters our creeks and river in Austin during a rainstorm.  Let’s make it rain.” 

Rub fingers together 
(mist)

Tap lap with one finger (rain)

Slap lap with palm 
(stream and river)

Stomp feet 

(waterfall)

Rub leg with palms 
(sea and storm front)

Clapping 

(storm)

Read Water Dance, by Thomas Locker.  Invite the children to make noises for the different kinds of water movement.  Show pictures as you read.

Teach the children a rain song.  It goes to the tune of “Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star:”

I can hear a little rain 

(Pound on floor)

Falling on my windowpane 
(Pound on floor)

Tap tap tapping at my door 
(Fist on palm)

Growing to a big, big roar 
(Fist on palm)

Should I cover up my eyes 
(Hands over eyes)

Waiting for a big surprise 
(Clap)

Activity I: Properties of water
1. Water Flows - Ask the question, “What shape is water?”   Tell students, “Experiment with the shapes to decide on the one answer to the question.”

ACTIVITY:

Materials:  plastic cups, volumetric shapes, bucket of water

Experiment:  Students use the cups to pour water into the different shapes and explain what shape the water is in each container.

Results:  After students are finished explain the results of the experiment, “Water takes the shape of whatever container it is in because WATER FLOWS!”

Watershed Connection: Explain to students, “The flowing property of water is what causes rain falling on the land to flow into a creek or river.”

2. Water Sticks  

ACTIVITY:

Materials:  Paintbrushes for each student, bucket of water for each pair of students

Experiment: Tell students to observe your dry brush. The hairs don’t stick together!  Tell students to dip their brushes in the water and exclaim, “Ta da!  All the hairs are stuck together.  That is because water sticks.”

Results:  “Water can wet you because it sticks.  Water flows over you and sticks.”  

Watershed Connection: “Water can wet the ground too because it flows and sticks.  Everyone will use the paintbrush to draw the flow of the water as it sticks to the ground.”  Narrate as the students draw with water, 

“First we have rain coming off our roof, and running down the street to the stormdrain.  Then it flows through the pipe to the creek.  The creek runs out to the Colorado River at Town Lake, and the river goes all the way to the Gulf of Mexico.”

3. Water Soaks In – Ask the question, “Which paper will allow water to soak in, wax paper or regular paper?”

ACTIVITY:

Materials:  wax paper square, regular paper square, dropper

Experiment:  Tell students to test which paper soaks up water by putting a drop of water on each paper square.  

Result:  “Water doesn’t wet wax or oil because it cannot soak in.  It just slides right off. Wax and oil repel water.   Water wets paper because it can soak in.”

Experiment:  “Can water wet you?  Put a drop of water on your hand.  Rub it around.”

Result:  “Water soaks in to you too.  Your skin can soak up water.  That is why you get wrinkled when you swim for a long time.”

Watershed Connection:  “Some animals that live in the water don’t get wet because they have wax or oil on the outside of their bodies.  Duck’s feathers are coated with a natural oil so duck’s don’t get wet.  The water slides right off their backs!”

ACTIVITY II:  Floating Critters Activity (EPA Water Source Book, K-2) www.epa.gov/OGWDW/kids/wsb/pdfs/k23.pdf

What materials were you given today that would be good materials to use to make an aquatic animal that could float?  (the plastic cup and wax paper) Why? (because they do not soak up  water)  Which material would not make a good aquatic animal?  (paper, because it soaks up water)  Use these materials and any other materials in your classroom that you can find that repel water to make your own unique aquatic animal.
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