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Objectives:

· to comprehend the impact of litter on the environment

· to understand how people adapt to and modify their environment 

· to practice field safety procedures while picking up pieces of litter 

Supplies: Litter Activity: “bags of litter/trash” which include a soda can, plastic bag, tin can, glass jar, paper, cigarette butts, fruit peels, plastic cup, and plastic bottle; Litter Lifeline Chart (poster displays the length of time it takes materials to degrade); Cleanup: clip boards with trash tally sheets, trash bags, gloves, and pickup sticks.

Books: The Berenstain Bears Don’t Pollute (Anymore) by Stan & Jan Berenstain, The Wartville Wizard by Don Madden

Activities:

LITTER INTRODUCTION

· Review the pages on litter in the KAB Patch Pals Activity Booklet.

· Litter Value Bag Activity from Keep Texas Beautiful – activity sheet and supplies provided.

LITTER IMPACT

1. Read The Wartzville Wizard. The story is true of our society - ask students why do they think people litter. Brainstorm what the most common litter items are.

2. Discuss how litter affects the environment especially plants and animals.

3. Group students and pass out a ‘bag of trash’ to each group. Instruct students to dump their ‘bag of trash’ and sort the items in order of their decomposition rate such that items create a litter timeline. 

4. Review the correct order of decomposition. 

5. Pass out the timeline cards and have students match the cards with the item indicating the number of years each item takes to decompose. There are two blank cards for the students to record alternate times.

6. Review the correct rates of decomposition. 

7. Review actions students can take to prevent litter and improve their environment.

CLEANUP

Outline safety procedures before beginning cleanup. 

· Each group gets a trash bag, safety vests, litter pickup sticks, and gloves.

· Students must wear gloves and safety vests.

· Students must remain within view of the leader.

· Students are NOT to pickup any sharp items (broken glass, needles, etc).

· Students will regroup when they hear the word ‘landfill’.

Team Activity

· Have students work in groups of 3.

· Assign the following jobs: recorder, recycler (collects any recycling in a separate bag) and the trash bag holder. 

· Encourage students to take turns with each job.

Cleanup Closure Questions

· How did the litter get here?

· Why do you think we have more litter now than fifty to a hundred years ago?

· What was the most common piece of litter?

· What was the most interesting piece of litter found?

· What was the largest piece of litter found?

· What percentage of the items you found can be recycled?

· Who collected the most by volume/by weight?

· How do you think our cleanup efforts today helped the creek? 

Background:

You’ve spotted it before paper blowing in the wind, plastic bags tangled in tree branches, cans swirling out of truck beds these visible forms of pollution also known as litter find their way onto our streets and into our neighborhoods. 

A peak at the most common littered items tells us a little bit of our consumer lives. Check out some of the most common littered items: 

· Cups & Cans – 24%

· Food Wrappers – 20%

· Household/Personal Items – 19%

· Tobacco – 19%

· Construction Materials – 8%

· Printed Goods – 6%

· Other 4%

These misplaced items of trash weren’t always misplaced. They found their way as litter through these common sources: 

· Household Refuse

· Commercial Refuse

· Construction/Demolition

· Uncovered Vehicles

· Loading Docks

· Motorists

· Pedestrians

Often times what people don’t realize is that litter is not only aesthetically displeasing it also poses a threat to wildlife, natural ecosystems, human health and safety, and communities. Litter on the streets can block storm drains and cause flooding. This same litter can find its way into our local streams, lakes and rivers which decreases water quality, damages fishing and recreational boats, and causes injuries to swimmers and bathers, and entanglement of animals. Thousands of animals each year mistake litter for a snack and die of its ingestion. 

The good news is you can help! Consider bringing reusable items, instead of disposable to waterway picnics, dispose of waste properly in trash cans or recycling bins, and cover truck beds so that items don’t fly out, organize a neighborhood or campus cleanup. By taking these simple actions you are performing a community service to cleanup the environment and decrease solid waste. Let’s not forget the saving to tax payers like yourself – litter costs millions of dollars to remove each year.

When litter is not removed from our streets, waterways and neighborhoods it lingers! View KAB’s Litter Lifeline to see just how long litter lingers before decomposing. 
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