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Objectives:

· Raise awareness of the outdoors using the senses

· Identify local flora and fauna

Supplies: paint chips, self laminating sheets, bag of pennies, habitat sticks, Bird Bingo, blindfolds

Books: Everybody Needs a Rock by Byrd Baylor, Grow Green Native and Adapted Landscape Plants, Peterson First Guides Birds, 


Activities:

BIRDING

Introduce students to the shapes, features and color distinctions of birds by playing Bird Bingo. Pass out binoculars and Peterson First Guides Birds for students to spot and identify birds along the hike. 

A LANDSCAPE OF COLOR

Distribute the paint cards to the students. While hiking students match the colors on their paint card to something in nature. When you put nature next to the paint chips all of a sudden you realize just how many color shades there are.

NATURE WINDOWS

Along their hike each student should collect a leaf, flower petal or something interesting that is found on the ground. Using the self laminating sheets press the found items between two sheets to create a nature window.

A PENNY FOR YOUR FIND

Hand each student a penny and ask them to find something in nature that fits on the penny. The small size of the penny encourages students to notice details in nature. 

ONE OF A KIND

Each student is directed to find a leaf or rock on their hike and identify what is unique about it. The rocks/leaves are put together in a pile. The students must then try to identify which rock/leaf is theirs in the pile.

SOUND OFF

Have students put their hands in fists and count how many sounds they hear. 

MOST DANGEROUS ANIMAL

While taking a hike on a trail say “I see evidence of the most dangerous animal” every time you see human evidence. Keep this up until the students figure out it is humans.

LIVING IN A HABITAT

Drop the popsicle sticks labeled water, food shelter and space on the ground. Each person gets one try to get a complete habitat without moving or touching another stick in a specific amount of time.

NATIVE PLANTS

Read the Native Plants page in the Patch Pals Booklet to introduce the concept of native plants and their importance. Utilizing the Grow Green Native and Adapted Landscape Plants guides have the students try to find as many of native plants along the trail as they can.

I SPY A TREE

With blindfolds have the students explore the herb garden using their sense of smell working in partners. 

FRED E. FUNGUS

Describe to students the following scenario: Fred E. Fungus has been spotted in the woods and he is accused of harming the plant life he lives on. Students are to find evidence in defense or against Fred E. Fungus. At the end students present their information in a mock trial.
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