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SCHOOL RECYCLING (Plastic & Aluminum) TIPS
· A Recycling Coordinator is key to having a lead for the project. This could be a teacher, parent, school administrative staff, or after-school partner.

· A Recycling Collection Team – this is the group that actually collects and monitors the recycling. This could consist of a class, an after-school group, or a scout troop. 

· Coordination with School Maintenance Department – many schools have discovered that the maintenance dept. gets flustered with campus recycling. They are often unclear of whose responsibility it is to maintain the new bins that appear on campus for recycling. If the School Maintenance Dept. is in charge of the paper recycling it is important to educate them on the proper disposal and avoiding contamination with other waste.

· Recycling Containers – Most schools have the standard plastic blue containers for paper but no containers for other kinds of recycling. KAB can provide cardboard recycling bins with holes on top for schools to initiate plastic bottle and can recycling. Schools/students are encouraged to decorate the containers to clearly indicate what can be disposed in them and promote the school recycling campaign. Most schools only need 6-9 of these containers to place in key areas of the schools: major entrances, cafeteria, teachers lounge, office and then in the pods (versus every classroom which also makes collection easier). Cardboard recycling bins provided thanks to Allied Waste Services. 
· Recycling Collection & Disposal – Collection varies depending on how much the school generates but weekly collection is usually recommended. Hopefully, the school has an Abitbi or Balcones Recycling dumpster where paper can be disposed of. If the school a Balcones Recycling dumpster you are also in luck since Balcones Recycling now accepts plastic and aluminum as long as they are bagged separately from the paper. If the school does not have Balcones Recycling the Recycling Coordinator will either need to transport the recycling each week or coordinate who will transport the recycling each week to a local recycling center. Some schools opp to have parents take the collected recycling home and place with their curbside recycling; however this is not recommended and is not a very sustainable way of recycling. See below for a list of local recycling centers:
· Allied Waste Services.* (accepts plastic, aluminum, paper, and cardboard): 10420 Metric Blvd; 78758; 512.385.7600
· Cycled Plastics* (accepts plastics and Styrofoam): 10200 McKalla Place, Suite 100; 78758; 512.339.8787
· Ecology Action* (accepts plastic, aluminum, glass, paper, and cardboard):: 707 East 9th Street; 78701; 512.322.000
· School Recycling Education – To avoid contamination in the recycling collection and raise awareness of the schools recycling efforts: KAB (Monica Lopez Magee at 512.391.0619 or at Monica@keepaustinbeatuiful.org) can lead classroom presentations on recycling, and waste awareness. Fieldtrips are available to educate students on the recycling process at the above recycling facilities designated with an asterisk. To schedule a tour contact the phone number listed. Students can also make posters, make School PA announcements, and decorate the recycling bins to promote the initiative. 
