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Directions

Materials:  map (optional), collection bag, gloves (op-
tional),
net, crayon, trash bag

1. Go on a hike by a large creek. Collect the items in  
 the  scavenger hunt.

2. Answer the questions in this book with an adult  
 when you are done with the scavenger hunt.

3. On a computer with internet access complete the :
 “Do’s and Don’t’s Around the Home” checklist at 
 www.epa.gov/adopt/patch/html/dosdonts.html.

Things to Collect

Activities to complete at home or 
school with the help of an adult.

Information
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In a watershed, water fl ows over the land 
downhill to the creek.  Your school is close to 
_______________________  Creek.  
You can keep our creeks clean by 
keeping the land clean.

Watershed Watershed
Look at the area around you.  Where 

would the water fl ow if it rained?  
Look at the area around you.  Where 

would the water fl ow if it rained?  

In a watershed, water fl ows over the land 
downhill to the creek.  Your school is close to 
_______________________  Creek.  
You can keep our creeks clean by 
keeping the land clean.
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Collect litter in your trash bag.

What kind of litter did you fi nd?

Which trash makes 
the creek look the ugliest?

Type of Litter                 ______

 Cloth    

 Glass    

 Metal    

 Paper    

 Wood    

 Plastic    

 Rubber   

Litter

Collect litter in your trash bag.
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Which trash makes 
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Type of Litter                 ______
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Many plants will eat (or fi lter) pollution. 
This prevents it from entering the creek.

Pick one wildfl ower without removing its roots.

Press and cover your fl ower with clear contact 
paper on this page. 

Wildfl ower

Many plants will eat (or fi lter) pollution. 
This prevents it from entering the creek.

Pick one wildfl ower without removing its roots.

Press and cover your fl ower with clear contact 
paper on this page. 

Wildfl ower
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Austin creek bottoms are made of
limestone.  Limestone is also what 
forms our underground aquifer.
An aquifer is an underground layer
of rock that is full of water.

Collect a small piece of limestone.

Limestone is a whitish grey rock that writes like 
chalk. Write your name on the sidewalk using 
your limestone.

Limestone

Austin creek bottoms are made of
limestone.  Limestone is also what 
forms our underground aquifer.
An aquifer is an underground layer
of rock that is full of water.

Collect a small piece of limestone.

Limestone is a whitish grey rock that writes like 
chalk. Write your name on the sidewalk using 
your limestone.

Limestone
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Collect a fossil of a seashell.

This area of Texas was an ocean millions 
of years ago.  The bottom of the ocean 
and the shells from the sea life formed 
limestone.

Fossil
Collect a fossil of a seashell.

This area of Texas was an ocean millions 
of years ago.  The bottom of the ocean 
and the shells from the sea life formed 
limestone.

Fossil
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Circle the animal track or scat you fi nd.  (not to scale)

Animals depend on the 
creek for drinking water.

Tracks Scat

Animal Tracks and Scat
Circle the animal track or scat you fi nd.  (not to scale)

Animals depend on the 
creek for drinking water.

Tracks Scat

Animal Tracks and Scat
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Dragonfl ies and damselfl ies are born 
in the water and later hatch into their 
adult fl y form.  Their presence means 
good water quality.  

Dragonfl y

Saw one

Caught one

Damselfl y

Saw one

Caught one

Use a net to catch and release a dragonfl y or damselfl y.
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Shapes

Collect something in the shape of a star.

Attach the object with contact paper.

The creek area has many beautiful 
shapes and colors for people to enjoy.  

Shapes

Collect something in the shape of a star.

Attach the object with contact paper.

The creek area has many beautiful 
shapes and colors for people to enjoy.  
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Dirt

Collect dirt in a baggie.

Add water to the dirt to make mud.

Dirt can fi lter pollution from water that 
soaks underground.  But loose dirt can 
wash into the creek and make the creek 
muddy.

Dirt

Collect dirt in a baggie.

Add water to the dirt to make mud.

Dirt can fi lter pollution from water that 
soaks underground.  But loose dirt can 
wash into the creek and make the creek 
muddy.
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Draw a picture of a waterfall. 

Waterfalls add oxygen into the 
water by forming bubbles. This 
is healthy for the animals living 
in the creek.

Waterfall

Draw a picture of a waterfall. 

Waterfalls add oxygen into the 
water by forming bubbles. This 
is healthy for the animals living 
in the creek.

Waterfall
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Some algae is good for the creek because 
it provides food, oxygen and a home for 
animals living in the creek. But too much 
algae from sewage leaks or fertilizer runoff 
may decrease oxygen and cause creek 
animals to die.

Algae

Collect a small piece of algae from the creek. Squeeze it dry. 

Place dry algae below and cover with clear contact paper.

Some algae is good for the creek because 
it provides food, oxygen and a home for 
animals living in the creek. But too much 
algae from sewage leaks or fertilizer runoff 
may decrease oxygen and cause creek 
animals to die..

Algae

Collect a small piece of algae from the creek. Squeeze it dry. 

Place dry algae below and cover with clear contact paper.
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What did you collect that 
someone left at the creek? 

Did it pollute the creek?

Some things people and their pets do in and 
around the creeks are just part of nature, like 
swimming and playing. Other things like dog 
poop and litter cause pollution.

People

Collect something left by people.

What did you collect that 
someone left at the creek? 

Did it pollute the creek?

Some things people and their pets do in and 
around the creeks are just part of nature, like 
swimming and playing. Other things like dog 
poop and litter cause pollution.

People

Collect something left by people.


